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EPR and Waste Reduction in BC

British Colunbia is today a | eader in waste reduction and extended producer
responsibility (EPR) prograns due in part to initiatives devel oped to conbat
litter nore than 30 years ago. Wth the 1970 Litter Act, B.C becane the first
jurisdiction in North Arerica to establish a mandatory deposit-refund system for
soft drink and beer containers. Once the success of this litter-control approach
was recogni zed many jurisdictions followed B.C.'s |ead, enacting simlar

| egi sl ation.

Since that tine, B.C. has established environnmental stewardship prograns for
paint, flammable |iquids, pesticides, tires, |lead-acid batteries, nedications,
used lubricating oil, as well as a now expanded program for beverage contai ners.
These prograns, all industry nmanaged except tires and batteries, divert materials
fromthe solid waste stream and either recycle theminto new products or ensure
they are disposed of in an environmental |y responsi bl e manner.



Not only do these prograns keep litter off the streets, they also protect our
envi ronnent from potentially hazardous materials, such as |ead, nercury and PCBD-

type fire retardants, used in the manufacture of consumer products.

In 2004, B.C.'s EPR prograns were set as product schedul es under the omni bus
Recycl ing Regul ati on. The next product class expected to be added to the Recycling
Regul ation is electronic waste or e-waste. E waste includes conputer conponents,
tel evi sions, cell phones and other consuner electronics, that contain potentially
hazardous heavy netals and chemi cals. An average conputer nonitor contains 5 | bs
of lead, a substance |ong since banned from consuner paints and other products due
to the health hazard it presents.

O her products that could be considered for future EPR prograns include di sposabl e
batteries and non-recycl abl e plastic grocery bags.

B.C.’s EPR system gives our province an edge in environnental stewardship, but it
only works if the products are diverted to the appropriate program Recent solid
waste audits have indicated that products covered by EPR regul ations, as well as
easily recyclable materials such as paper, glass and netal, are being tossed in
househol d garbage and creepi ng back into our landfills.

Not only does this carel essness prove harnful to the environnent, it also wastes
the limted landfill space avail abl e.

Currently the enforcenent of in-place bans and restrictions on waste is al nost
nonexi stent. Serious attention to these matters can have a real inpact on waste
di version by acting as an educational tool and incentive to conply with the

regul ation or bylaw in question. The Recycling Council of British Col unbia (RCBC)
is a strong supporter of the enforcenent approach.



One nethod for extending the lifespan of landfills now being tried by a nunber of
regional districts on Vancouver I|Island and the Kootenays, is to ban or renove
conpost abl e organics fromthe municipal solid waste stream These organics
conprise as nuch as 45 percent of the garbage sent to landfills. Banning organics
and diverting themto a nore appropriate nanagenent system such as comrercia
conposting, can cut the municipal solid waste alnost in half, thus doubling the
usable lifespan of landfills.

Wil e these progranms are becom ng increasingly necessary to provide environnental
protection, preventing waste is nore cost effective approach. The easiest nethod
to prevent waste is to renenber the three Rs: reduce, reuse, and recycle.

Consuners can save noney and reduce potential harmto the environnent by
el i m nati ng unnecessary purchases or by consum ng goods that are nore
environnmental ly friendly, such as bulk itenms that have | ess packagi ng.

Consuners can al so pronote the reuse of itens, such as |eftover paint, by giving
it to a friend or neighbour. Other reusable itens can be sold in a garage sal e,

donated to charity, or placed in a free ad on the RCBC s vancouver.reuses.com web
site. The web site is free to list itenms or events such as yard and garage sal es.

If soneone is not sure how to recycle, needs to know what itens can be recycl ed,
or has a general recycling or waste reduction question, they can call the BC
Recycling Hotline Mnday through Friday from9amto 4pmat 604 RE-CY-C-L-E (732-
9253) in the Greater Vancouver Area or 1 800 667-4321 throughout B.C. RCBC Hotline
operators have the nost conplete database in the province listing all the

i nformati on on recycling and waste reduction in your area.



Si debar :
Followi ng are sonme tips on waste prevention and recycling.

WASTE PREVENTI ON

The minimal use or greater reuse of packaging: Packaging is a major sour ce of
waste in our consuner-based society. Manufacturers can reduce waste by designing
for m ni mum packagi ng. Wi le products need to be protected during shipping,

mat erial s such as boxes, pallets and packing materials designed for reuse can
substantially reduce costs and waste.

Use durabl e equi pnent and supplies: Using quality, long-Ilasting equi pnent that can
be serviced and reused rather than discarded mnimzes waste. This practice
supports quality manufacturers. Higher initial costs are often justified by | ower
repl acement and di sposal costs as equipnent is in use for a | onger period. Cost
savings nay al so be realized by renting, |easing or sharing needed equi pment with
ot her organi zations or individuals.

Utilize reusabl e products rather than single-use itens: Sinple nmeasures such as
washi ng and reusing ceram c¢ nmugs instead of using disposable cups, using cloth
shoppi ng bags rather than di sposable plastic ones, or reusing itens such as file
folders and interoffice envel opes nean | ess waste and | ower costs.

Using materials nore efficiently: Policies to reduce waste and conserve naterial s
can be as sinple as switching to doubl e-si ded photocopying. This can cut paper
costs by up to 40 percent.

Sell or donate used goods: Selling to or exchangi ng excess materials with other
conpani es can reduce waste. Used furniture or other materials can be donated to
charities. RCBC s Materials Exchange Program (MEX) and Vancouver.reuses.com free-
ad web site can assist by facilitating the distribution of these itens to other
groups or conpanies — at no charge!



RECYCLI NG

Paper: Mbst paper is recyclable. Ofice paper is usually collected in two grades:
hi gh grade, such as white copier or printer paper, and m xed, such as col ored
paper, file folders and envel opes. Newsprint is also recyclable but is typically
processed through a separate streamin order to apply a nethod of de-inking.

Corrugat ed cardboard: Corrugated cardboard is a |large portion of the recycling

stream and can be easily separated fromother materials. Because of its vol une,
coll ecting cardboard for recycling can significantly reduce the anmount of solid
waste requiring disposal in the landfill.

G ass: Most glass is recycl abl e al though sone separation by colour (clear, green
and brown) may be required. d ass needs to be clean and free of contam nants.

Metal: Aluminum tin/steel cans and other scrap nmetals are readily recycl able.
Met al s, such as copper, can yield a high price depending on nmarket conditions.

Pl astic: Recovered plastics are separated by classification and identified by a
nunbering system rangi ng between one and seven. These nunbers are usually

di spl ayed on the bottom of the container inside a triangle. Call the RCBC
Recycling Hotline to determ ne which classifications of plastics are collected in
your area.

O her Recycl ables: Dozens of other materials, such as wood waste, textiles,

el ectronics, batteries and drywall may al so be recyclable in your area. To find a
recycling centre that accepts a product or material you have, call the RCBC
Recycling Hotli ne.
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