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History of Call2RecycleHistory of Call2Recycle

• Organization – the Rechargeable Battery 
Recycling Corporation (RBRC)Recycling Corporation (RBRC) –
established as a non-profit in 1994 by the 
battery industry

• Created as a strategy to mute regulationCreated as a strategy to mute regulation 
of NiCd battery sales and disposal

• Started in Canada in 1997
• Has collected almost 200,000 kg of g

batteries in British Columbia since 2000
• Has collected 26 million kg of batteries in 

North America since inception
• Among licensee (participating 

manufacturers) are Energizer, Duracell, 
Panasonic, Black & Decker, Makita, 
Sony Hewlett-Packard Apple etcSony, Hewlett Packard, Apple, etc.



British Columbia Performance HighlightsBritish Columbia Performance Highlights

• Collected 29,000 kg rechargeable batteries 
through September -- an increase of 52% over 6 Media Outlets Attended the Launch, including through September an increase of 52% over 
same period in 2009

• Surpassing BC collection targets by 5%
• 40% of collections are power tool batteries

g
Vancouver Sun, CBC TV, Global TV

p
• 1300+ existing collection locations including 

retailers, government and business
• June 2010 launch program expansion to 

primary batteries - over 41 million media hits 
(sample article follows)

• Manage 150+ phone / email inquiries per month

Coach “Carl” Behind the Old Timers’ Hockey 
Bench, Victoria, BC. 

February 2010

• Signed up 39 new hardware sites since July 1 
launch

• Sponsor of Recycling Council of BC
Batteries recorded sorted and repackaged in• Batteries recorded, sorted and repackaged in 
Trail, BC (Toxco)



Our Success To Date Under Phase II
BC Collections:  July 1 - October 31

140 000

160,000 

154,235 148,071 

y

100,000 

120,000 

140,000 

2010

40,000 

60,000 

80,000 

37,711 36,767 

21,807 

Target

2009

-

20,000 

Rechargeable Primary

1,180 

g y



Our Biggest Challenges…

• Batteries do nothing by themselves – they 
work to power other products.  Collecting 
them requires separating them from thethem requires separating them from the 
products they power.

• Other covered material include products 
with batteries – how do we ensure that they y
are collected, accounted for and properly 
disposed?

• There are batteries EVERYWHERE.  
B ll b d f i h b kButton cells on boards of switches; backup 
power supplies in buildings; and embedded 
cells in medical equipment implanted in our 
bodies. How do we count, handle, and,bodies.  How do we count, handle, and, 
[insert look of fear here] collect?



Solution to the Challenges –
Collaboration
C ll b i i hCollaboration with:

• Government 
• Customers/Licensees
• Channels (i.e.. retailers, municipalities)
• Other EPR organizations
• Associations (RCC, CCGD, Electro Fed)

Marketing Programs with:
• Grass Roots targeting and focus
• Community 
• Conjunction with Partners



Current British Columbia Infrastructure
1300+ Collection Sites – 4 “Channels” - Collaboration



R ti S S t d S l tiReporting - Some Suggested Solutions

• Create uniform reporting formats across 
materials
D fi d l d t i t i f• Define and exclude certain categories of 
batteries

• Require that plans share data for 
common materialscommon materials

• Designate a single source for compiling 
and reporting data

• Focus more time on the touch points p
between plans and not simply the 
individual plans themselves



B iti h C l bi L h f All B tt PBritish Columbia Launch of an All-Battery Program
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