The Blue Box Series

Every wonder what happens to recyclables once you place them at curb or take them to your local
recycling depot? In this series, RCBC will examine where and how newsprint, cardboard, metal cans,
glass containers, rigid plastics and plastic bags are recycled. This month RCBC looks at plastic con-

tainers.

7~

part 5: plastic
containers

Plastic containers are a petroleum-based material that are used to package
goods. Most plastic containers have a resin code, generally found at the bot-
tom of the container. These codes were introduced in 1988 to help recyclers
identify the different types of plastics in the waste stream. See the table on
the next page for information on the different types of plastics.



Polyethylene Clear and excellent at keeping Bottles, clothing and
Teraphthalate, PET beverages carbonated. containers. carpet.
High Density Stiff and resistant to chemicals and Picnic tables, drainage
Polyethylene, HDPE cold temperatures. and household cleaner bottles. pipes and oil bottles
Polyvinyl Chloride, Clear and resistant to Flooring, paneling and
PVC chemicals, grease and oil. handles and meat wraps. packaging.
Polyethylene, LDPE bread and frozen food bags. paneling.
Polypropylene, Resistant to chemicals, heat, grease Flower pots and
and oil. containers and baby bottles. pallets.
Polystyrene, Coffee cups, meat trays and CD cases and office
absorb excess fluids. pharmaceutical bottles. accessories.
Other Mixture of resins and properties are Custom products and
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