The Blue Box Series

Every wonder what happens to recyclables once you place them at curb or take them to your local
recycling depot? In this series, RCBC will examine where and how newsprint, cardboard, metal cans,
glass containers, rigid plastics and plastic bags are recycled. This month RCBC looks at cardboard.

part 2: cardboard

Cardboard is paper-based product that comes in one of two forms: corru-
gated fiberboard or paperboard. Corrugated fiberboard consists of a fluted
(grooved) piece in between two flat paper liners. Paperboard is a flat material
used for hardcover books and folding cartons. The sturdiness of cardboard
makes it ideal for packaging and transporting goods.

Cardboard can also come in waxed form. Waxed cardboard is used to pack-
age vegetables, meat, fish and other frozen foods. The waxy coating that
makes the cardboard waterproof also makes it difficult to recycle using con-
ventional methods.




the recycling process

Cardboard is collected and
sent to a sorting facility.

. It's then baled and sent to a
cardboard processing plant.

At the processing plant, the
cardboard goes through a
pulper which adds water and
agitates the fibres to pro-
duce a pulp.

. Contaminants (i.e. plastic,
string and dirt etc) are then
removed via screens.

The pulp moves through in-
sulated pipes that melt any
adhesives.

The pulp moves through an-
other screen to remove re-
maining contaminants.

. It's then rolled into sheets
and pressed to remove any
excess water.

The sheets are passed over
hot rollers to dry.

The sheets are wound up
into rolls and sent to be
manufactured into new card
board products.

This process can occur up to
five times before the strength
and overall quality of the card-
board decreases.
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